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One way to illustrate the success of
these programs is to take a look at the
economic benefit of today’s outdoor
economy. According to an Outdoor In-
dustry Association economic study in
2012, outdoor recreation generates $646
billion in consumer spending and 6.1
million direct jobs each year. In Ten-
nessee, outdoor recreation generates
$8.2 Dbillion annually in consumer
spending and supports 83,000 direct jobs
across the State.

Our work is not done. Theodore Roo-
sevelt once said that nothing short of
defending this country in wartime
‘““compares in importance with the
great central task of leaving this land
even a better land for our descendants
than it is for us. . . .”

On the 30th anniversary of the Amer-
icans Outdoors Commission report, I
look forward to continuing to work to
protect and preserve the great Amer-
ican outdoors and leave future genera-
tions a more beautiful nation.

————
TRIBUTE TO BOB MILLS

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize Bob Mills as the
67th recipient of the Dayton Region’s
2017 Citizen Legion of Honor Award
from the President’s Club. As founder
of Synergy Building Systems and Mills
Development, Bob Mills’ leadership and
vision for quality development in and
around the I-75 and I-675 corridors has
made a tremendous impact on the eco-
nomic vitality of the region.

More than a dozen corporate and not-
for-profit boards have benefited from
Bob Mills’ leadership over the years,
including Greene Memorial Hospital,
the Air Force Museum, Wright State
University Foundation, and the Dayton
Development Coalition. He has been
recognized for his generosity by the
Dayton Regional STEM School,
Beavercreek Chamber of Commerce,
the American Cancer Society, the Leu-
kemia Lymphoma Society, and as the
recipient of the Mathile Community
Award.

Maybe most impressive, Bob Mills
and his family created the Gala of Hope
Foundation and have raised more than
$6 million to fight cancer and improve
cancer care in the Dayton region by
providing grants and funding for pa-
tient care, families, caregivers, and re-
search.

Additionally, he and his family have
worked tirelessly to support Dayton
Children’s new patient tower which
supports local children’s needs for im-
portant healthcare services.

I would like to honor and congratu-
late Bob Mills for his many contribu-
tions to his community and our State.

———
TRIBUTE TO PATRICE GORDON

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize Patrice Gor-
don in honor of her retirement this
week after 29 years of exceptional serv-
ice to the Congress at the Congres-
sional Budget Office. She began her
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congressional career in CBO’s Natural
Resources and Commerce Division in
1988 after receiving her Ph.D. in eco-
nomics from the University of Mary-
land.

Since that time, Patrice has been
recognized as one of CBO’s best when it
comes to focusing on details, ensuring
analyses are thorough and correct, and
questioning any gaps in reasoning. She
is a critical thinker with an encyclo-
pedic mind for details. Throughout her
career, she has balanced her keen ana-
lytic approach with humility and kind-
ness, becoming a mentor to many
young analysts and helping them hone
their quantitative skills. She is a val-
ued colleague to everyone who has
worked closely with her.

In the mid-1990s, Patrice and a few
other colleagues at CBO took on the
task of implementing requirements of
the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act,
and soon she would end up supervising
all of CBO’s work on private-sector
mandates. Throughout her tenure, she
helped distill the principles that guide
CBO’s analyses of Federal mandates,
ensuring that the agency’s work was
consistent with the previsions of
UMRA. During that time, she also re-
viewed virtually every bill reported by
a congressional committee, including
bills that regulate the transportation
of snakes on airplanes to healthcare re-
form and bankruptcy regulation.
Patrice has probably read more than
10,000 bills during her time at the Con-
gressional Budget Office.

In short, over the past 29 years, the
Congressional Budget Office and Con-
gress have been fortunate to enjoy the
dedication and insight that Patrice has
brought to her work. I understand she
is looking forward to playing more
competitive bridge and perhaps even
tuning up a clarinet and saxophone to
jazz up her time away from cost esti-
mates and mandate analyses. I know
my Senate colleagues join me in ex-
tending our appreciation to Patrice for
her service to our Nation and our very
best wishes for a happy and productive
retirement.

————

TRIBUTE TO DAVID AHART AND
CATHY GLENN

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today, I wish to congratulate and
thank Mr. David Ahart and Ms. Cathy
Glenn on their retirement for their
more than 28 years of service to the
U.S. Senate.

I have worked with Dave and Cathy
in various roles within the U.S. Senate
Recording Studio for nearly three dec-
ades.

Before working in the radio division,
Dave worked on the television side of
the Senate Recording studio.

Cathy also worked on the television
side before coming to radio. Before
that, she worked for Senator Dennis
DeConcini of Arizona.

It is not unusual for me to go to the
Senate recording studio multiple times
a week. If you do the math, you can see
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I have gotten to know Dave and Cathy
very well over the years.

I have always said that representa-
tive government is a two-way street,
and communicating with Iowans
through the media has always been an
important part of my job. Dave and
Cathy are an instrumental part of that
process. Put simply, they have helped
me keep in touch with Iowans, and for
that, I couldn’t be more grateful.

It’s also worth noting that Dave and
Cathy are immensely kind and patient.
Many days, my schedule can change in
an instant. Dave and Cathy are always
generous with their time and help me
and my staff complete the work that
needs to be done.

Those who know Dave and Cathy
know you never leave their studio
without a smile and laughter. They are
as friendly now as they were 30 years
ago.

Dave, I hope you get back to Denison
soon and stop at Cronks.

Dave had family who lived in
Denison, IA. Cronks is a mutually fa-
vorite restaurant that I always try to
stop at when traveling through the
area.

Cathy, as you celebrate, make sure
to eat an extra piece of chocolate for
me. I think you have as big of a sweet
tooth as I do.

I wish Dave and Cathy all the best in
retirement and the years to come.

So to you two, I say thank you for all
you have done. The U.S. Senate, the
Senate Recording Studio, my staff and
I will be forever grateful for your serv-
ice.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

RECOGNIZING BAKER FURNITURE

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, this
week, I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing a multigeneration cornerstone
of the community in Fallon County.
Baker Furniture has served the people
of eastern Montana for over eight dec-
ades. Through the years, the team at
Baker Furniture has skillfully navi-
gated changes in consumer tastes and a
shifting business climate in order to
provide quality furniture and appli-
ances for the folks in Baker.

Baker Furniture initially began oper-
ations on Main Street in 1936, by the
original proprietor, Leif Holmlund.
Leif’s understudy in the furniture in-
dustry, Army veteran Orville Stevens,
would eventually take the reins of the
enterprise in the 1960s. Under Orville’s
guidance, the Dbusiness flourished.
Orville’s sons, Tom and Dave, also
pitched in to help make the business a
success.

Tom and Dave went on to assume the
primary duties for the business in the
late 1990s. After a life that included
service to his Nation, raising a family,
and operating a successful business,
Orville passed away in 2009. Since his
passing, the business that Orville de-
veloped has continued to thrive and
meet the needs of the community.
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